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 The WV Racing Commission met on February 14, 2011, at 10:00 AM to conduct business 
and consider administrative matters. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Joe Smith, 
Commissioner Jack Rossi, and Commissioner Greg McDermott. Counsel was represented by 
Kelli Talbott and Anthony Eates. 
  

Approval of January 12, 2011 minutes 

 

 The Commissioners and both attorneys received the minutes from the January 12, 2011, 

meeting prior to this meeting. Jack Rossi moved to accept the minutes as written, Greg 

McDermott seconded the motion. The Commissioners approved the January 12, 2011 minutes 

by unanimous consent. 

 

Breeders’ Classic reimbursement in the amount of $111,536.57 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission approved the 

Breeder’s Classic reimbursement of $111,536.57. Joe Moore, accountant for the Racing 

Commission, informed the Commission that the money was for advertising for fiscal year 2010. 

  

Approval of Charles Town capital reimbursement payment 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission will defer the 

discussion of the Charles Town capital reimbursement payment until the next meeting. Jon 

Amores, Executive Secretary of the Racing Commission, disclosed that more information is 

needed. 

 

Approval of backup judges 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission approved 

Holly O’Hara, current chart writer and Jerry Echemann, current announcer, to be backup judges 

at Wheeling Island. Clarification was made by Chairman Smith that when Mr. Echemann is 

serving in the judge capacity, he is not simultaneously acting as announcer.  

 



Appointment of Executive Secretary as RCI representative /appointment of 

alternate 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission approved Mr. 

Amores as the delegate representing WV, and Mr. Moore as the alternate. Mr. Amores 

presented RCI’s request for his participation on license determinations and compact business. 

  

Approval of stakes races – Mardi Gras and Wheeling Island 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission approved the 

dates for stakes races as submitted in writing by both Mardi Gras and Wheeling Island 

Greyhound Tracks.  Jane Horvath, Director of Racing at Wheeling Island, and Mike Statts, 

Director of Mutuels at Mardi Gras presented the 2011 dates, noting that as per the Rules of 

Racing, no double entries by kennels will be allowed until all the single entries are used. 

 

Approval of stakes races – Mountaineer 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Mc Dermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission approved the 

2011 dates for stakes races at Mountaineer Casino Racetrack. Rose Mary Williams, Director of 

Racing presented the proposal. 

 

Request for Mobile Greyhound Park and Premier Turf Club, wagering at Mardi 

Gras 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission approved the 

Mobile Greyhound Park and Premier Turf Club to wager on races at Mardi Gras.  Mr. Statts 

presented the addition and noted that this type of request has previously been reviewed and 

approved by Commission staff. Chairman Smith agreed to return to this process. 

 

Kennel contract:  Wheeling Island and Mardi Gras 

 

 Following discussion in Executive Session, upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. 

McDermott, the Commission approved the 2011 contracts for both Wheeling Island and Mardi 

Gras Greyhound Parks. 

 

 

 

 



Distribution simulcast monies: legal opinion 

  

 Following discussion in Executive Session, the Commission acknowledged receipt of Sam 

Burdette’s letter on behalf of the WV Greyhound Owners and Breeders Association. Mr. Eates 

has agreed to discuss the letter with Mr. Burdette. 

 

Requirement for 2012 kennel contracts to be pre-approved by WVRC  

 Following discussion in Executive Session, the Commission noted that the2011 kennel 

contracts submitted by Wheeling Island to the Commission for approval had already been 

signed by the parties.  Upon motion by Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission 

approved the requirement that all kennel contracts beginning with the 2012 contracts be provided to 

the Commission for approval by October of the prior year, unexecuted by the parties. 

Greyhound Development Fund personnel 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission approved to 

compile information for the qualifications, salary range according to DOP, and description of 

duties to be reviewed with Chairman Smith before placing an ad in the newspaper seeking a 

greyhound development fund clerk. Chairman Smith is going to reconcile this information with 

the auditor’s suggestions for the need for improved financial controls.   

 

Raiser issues:  qualification under WV Code and inspection requirement 

 

 Following discussion in Executive Session, upon motion of M. McDermott, seconded by 

Mr. Rossi, the Commission approved the inspection of raisers at the time of registration and 

anytime in the year that follows. Terry DeLong, Inspector for Mountaineer presented the 

information. Chairman Smith agreed for the need for more inspections to avoid improper 

registration and maintain the integrity of the Thoroughbred Development Fund. 

 

WV resident mare issues:  WVTBA recommendation and inspection requirement 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission decided to 

defer its decision on the inspection requirements for WV resident mares owned by in-state 

residents.  The Commission wanted more time to consider the effects of the inspection 

requirements.  As for the WVTBA recommendation changing the definition of WV resident 

mare, it was indicated that this would require a change in the WV Code, which could be done 

next year if desired.  

 



Hearing examiner’s recommended decision, Schweizer appeal 

 

 Following discussion in Executive Session, upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by 

Mr. Rossi, the Commission accepts the results of the hearing examiner. This upholds the denial 

of the application for a training permit to Mr. Schweizer due to his spouse’s having a training 

permit with a competing kennel.  

 

Approval of permit application: Andy S. Gonzalez 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission approves the 

permit application by Mr. Gonzales. 

 

Approval of reinstatement: Axel Dasilva 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. McDermott, seconded by Mr. Rossi, the Commission will defer this 

decision until next month, awaiting adequate information from Mr. Dasilva. 

 

Adoption of Conflict of Interest Policy 

  

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission approved a 

conflict of interest policy and required that all Commission employees that may have a conflict 

of interest due to dual employment notify the Commission so that such conflicts can be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  As needed, the Commission may seek a formal or informal 

opinion from the WV Ethics Commission before making a decision on the matter. 

 

Comp time policy – draft 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission will defer 

adopting the policy until more details are defined. 

 

Appointment of veterinarian at Charles Town 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission approved the 

full time hire of Dr. Elizabeth Daniels, veterinarian at Charles Town. 

 

 Upon motion of Mr. Rossi, seconded by Mr. McDermott, the Commission will continue 

searching for another veterinarian at Charles Town. 

 



Legislative update 

 

 Mr. Amores announced that nine bills have been introduced in legislature; three rules 

for thoroughbred and greyhound racing, and six bills which have gone into the second 

committee. They are still negotiating on thoroughbred rules. A discussion of five percent of 

monies collected from the Thoroughbred Breeders Development Fund to be allocated to the 

salaries of the two clerks and two inspectors will be had with stakeholders, and it is hoped that 

this legislation can be negotiated to approval. 

 

Mountaineer Track – moving of slot machines 

 

 Mr. Amores recognized the efforts of the track in making a change good for racing. Ms. 

Williams advised the moving of the slot machines from the second floor to the main level of the 

grandstand floor for easier access and to show more action. She reiterated there will still be an 

ingress and regress section to allow younger visitors access to view the races.  

 

Charles Town – thanks for assistance with test barn 

 

 Mr. Amores acknowledged the efforts of the track for doing and arranging the wiring, 

hardware and infrastructure for DSL, phone and fax lines at the test barn, and also 

acknowledged Mr. Carraher’s efforts. 

 

Public comments 

 

 Mr. Burdette informed the Commissioners the greyhound owners/ breeders were given 

notice that they have to inform the inspectors two weeks prior to whelping for inspection 

dates. The variance of absolute due dates and difficulty sometimes of reaching the inspectors 

makes this difficult to comply. Mr. Burdette agreed to have recommendations for the next 

Commission meeting. 

 

 Lenny Hale, HBPA President in Charles Town, provided two written complaints from 

horse owners / trainers to the Commissioners in regards to Dr. Dibbern. Chairman Smith 

advised him to send a copy of each to Dr. Dibbern as well.  Follow up will be in the next 

Commission meeting. 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM. 

 

 



NEXT BOARD MEETING 

 

 The next Racing Commission meeting is scheduled for Mach 18, 2011 at 10:00 AM at 

Mardi Gras Casino and Resort, Cross Lanes, WV. 

 

 


